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CORONAVIRUS SCARE 


A Chinese family out and about in Bangkok. The Tourism Council of Thailand says the coronavirus outbreak is estimated 


to cost $1.6 million in lost tourism for Thailand’s economy after China’s blanket ban on tourists leaving affected cities. ap 


Face masks might help, 
but hand-washing better 


To skirt virus at Miami U, 
‘buying whatever they 
can get their hands on’ 


Anne Saker 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


As a new virus attacks the human 
population, people are reaching for face 
masks. An Oxford hardware store saw a 
run on its supply from Miami University 
students worried about a possible local 
outbreak of the Wuhan coronavirus. 

But infectious-disease experts say a 
face mask can only offer slight protec- 
tion against airborne illness. A more ef- 
fective defense against a virus is wash- 
ing your hands thoroughly with soap 


and warm water after using the rest- 
room and before eating. 

“The regular surgical masks that you 
might buy at the drugstore probably are 
effective for half an hour, and after that, 
they become wet from your breath, then 
they’re much less effective,” said Dr. Ste- 
phen Blatt, medical director for infec- 
tious diseases at TriHealth. “The longer 
you wear them, the less effective they 
become.” 

Dr. Senu Apewokin, infectious-dis- 
ease specialist at UC Health, said while 
face masks can provide a temporary 
barrier against viruses, “At this point, we 
worry more about influenza than the 
coronavirus. The things we would do to 
prevent against the coronavirus are the 
very things we would do against influ- 
enza — washing hands, using alcohol- 


based hand sanitizers, avoid others who 
are ill, if you are sick, stay home.” 

As of Thursday, more than 8,000 
people, mainly in China, have contract- 
ed what is called the 2019 novel corona- 
virus. All the deaths, more than 170 so 
far, have occurred in China. Experts say 
the virus jumped from animals to hu- 
mans in the Chinese city of Wuhan in 
early December then spread rapidly 
from sick people sneezing or coughing. 

In the U.S., six people in four states 
have contracted the coronavirus. Five 
had traveled in China and contracted the 
virus there. The sixth is the spouse of a 
current patient. Federal authorities have 
cautioned against nonessential travel to 
China. 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page 7A 
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Sen. Paul’s 
question 
rejected 


Chief justice protects 
whistleblower’s identity; 
vote on whether to call 
witnesses likely today 


The nation’s top judge exercised his 
role as referee in the impeachment 
trial of President Donald Trump, say- 
ing he would not relay a question 
posed by Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky. An at- 
tempt to reveal the name of the whis- 
tleblower had been expected, and 
Chief Justice John Roberts had warned 
that he would not do so. 

The trial is working through a ques- 
tion-and-answer period. The House 
case managers have said that calling 
witnesses should be added to the pro- 
ceedings. A vote on that issue was ex- 
pected today. 

Away from the chamber, defense at- 
torney Alan Dershowitz objected to the 
portrayal of his statements that a 
president acting in the national inter- 
est — though the actions might ad- 
vance his chances for reelection - 
should not be subject to impeachment. 


Story, Page 1B 


Chief Justice John Roberts refused to 
pose a question Thursday from Sen. 
Rand Paul of Kentucky in the 
impeachment trial. PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 


“I said nothing like that, as 
anyone who actually heard 
what I said can attest.” 


Alan Dershowitz 
member of the Trump defense team 


He goes from the pulpit to county building 


Preacher, civil rights leader hired for key behind-the-scenes role in government 


Bishop Bobby Hilton speaks to the 
media in July after a judge sentenced 
former Juvenile Court Judge Tracie 
Hunter. “This city will not be satisfied 
until this city begins to burn like hell,” 
he said then. JEFF DEAN/THE ENQUIRER 


Scott Wartman 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


He preaches to a congregation of 
about 1,500 in Forest Park. 

His work as a civil rights leader has 
put him at the forefront of the region’s 
most hot-button issues. 

And now Bishop Bobby Hilton will 
get $67,635 a year in taxpayer-funded 
salary, playing a key behind-the- 
scenes role for the Hamilton County 
Board of Commissioners. 

He'll serve as chief of staff for Com- 
missioner Stephanie Summerow Du- 


mas. 

“It was a request,” Hilton, 61, told 
The Enquirer after commissioners last 
week unanimously approved the hire . 
“I considered it. I prayed about it. I 
thought it was a great opportunity for 
me to enter at this moment.” 

He didn’t elaborate beyond that and 
cut the interview short, saying he hada 
meeting to get to. 

In an email to The Enquirer, he said 
Dumas had asked him. 


Not a glamorous job 


Hiring such a well-known figure as 


Hilton is unusual for what is normally a 
low-profile job. 

The role of chief of staff for one of the 
three county commissioners isn’t 
glamorous. But it’s a full-time position. 
It involves setting up meetings for com- 
missioners, researching legislation 
commissioners will vote on, meeting 
with constituents on various issues 
and being where the commissioners 
can't be. 

The chiefs of staff all earn the same 
$67,635 salary; county commissioners 
make $105,840. 


See HILTON, Page 8A 


This one hurt for XU 


Musketeers let win slip away in double- 
overtime loss to Marquette. Sports, 1C 


Royal couple of local theater 


They’ve appeared on nearly every pro- 
fessional stage in area. Weekend, 1D 


Weather 


High 40° I Low 31° 
Wet mix turning to rain. 
Forecast, 2A 
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